
U ]ISV X]IV

I

https://www.libris.ro/skyshade-lightlark-3-alex-aster-BRT9781419773785--p37999262.html


'poolq s.oro puE srLI qloq aq or pEq lpq,^A

ur pJ>ler puE .^^Er sal>pnu>l srq 'urE8e puEq srq pereJlo aH ((']rEeH,,
'alluo8 se,&\ errol srI-I 'dlr/\rtelua] 'dlmols reLI peqoeoldde rur.r5

'3u11 Surluns l{t unq ot tou JIas

-req lsnrt l,uplp eqs ' ' ' prllll peg aqs aldoad aql IIe '1sed aqt ur auop

peq eqs ]eq,,lr Sur,uou>1 ',u.o51 'potu; sp^( tI 'olrero er.Jt ot Surp-rocce

'ur.r5 .ro oro reqlra IIr) plno.^ EtrsI 'uoseer E ro1 arer{ sE,,!\ aqs }nfl

-slurE 
s.oro otur lceq '1re1rq8r1

ol IrEg 1el.rod ot pelue,^ . eqs 'teu deqr .(ep lsry Jr[] perl Jrls 
^e,tr 

:rues

aqr sde.rtlleq eseql u.{\op reet ol palup,&\ aqs 'unr ot patue,4 ogS

' ' ' se.l.t. eqs Surqtdralo ' ' ' auop peq oqs Surqtdra,ra pareprsuol eqs

'el]]Eq

eqt ruo.rJ sreel pue tee,&\s-;les Jo prlspt sdrl repl 'poolq ur paralor
are,,rr spueq puE .rorurp raH 'u.{\op pelool 'de,ue llesreq orot eqs

'pelrof,ar uEd reqtouv
'palrnrun .&\orreru -raq ur Surqta:u;os'awoH

'esop rurq ploH of 'ul rulq aqlEerg ot llurtsur sB,/r^ lI 'trEeq srq ,^aoleq

)oaqr rer{ 'lseqc srq tsure8e eoeld rerlrueJ aLIt ur pareusue sE.^A. eqs

uaql pue llerlar ur 8ur1ea:rq eJrol srr{ 'pres rurrS ,,'eruoq eJ(no ,,

"eruolrs ot paurnl slarp 8ur1,,rorl pue splo.4^s Surqsey3

-3uer 
sJEe Jerl

lpeddorp rlJeruols ra11 '8ur>1earl oroJeq ruearp E oluo Surploq ;o edoq

eleradsep eqt g1r,4a rure rag paddrr8 pe^ol eqs uetu reqto oql
'Ie.ue 11e;

ppo,tr rrlt sr .readdesrp pa^ol eqs ueru aLIt peqllp,i!\ u^aorJ DIS

EWOH

Moleq ssarppP aql ro uol s)lolr:,:
ol paleerr eq osle uetr suorl pe E::r. :r-

puesunrurerd ro]Il,lJerb J DdlL-:. r -: -

ttSSjg€
'y'n atpu! Fxre c-

)aqsrlqnd aql uo4 uorsluad ]'E+e rr
'6ur^dololoqd'f, ruoJlf, ola'lFluqltrau; 1a

ro 'uals^s le^arilal e u! poJols 'panp:
paruosal slq6u llv ShVdEV +o tuudn r s

fUb-ZULff
9-A1'LLSlt

ssaiouof, jo 
^rerqll 

aqt uo4 paurelqo aq Aru plp

leluaprouroJ AIerllua sr salryl Jo 'slltr tsu
lenlJe ol atruelquosar 

^ue 
pue Nlsrcllp+4 pa

raqlre are sluaprf,ur pue 'sareld 'sJapsq.p 'ru

'sanlasruaql u

vaqp ut q13ua4.s to[ Pa4o



Heart. Hers was split in half. One part u'anted him more than

anything-remembered. Another wanted to stab him through the

chest again.

She toc.rk his hand.

Grim's rvide shoulders melted in relief until she said, "Take

me rhere."

He kneu' u,hat she meant. As much as she wanted to hate him, as

much as sl-re ri-ished her hatred of him would stick, take root in her

bones ar-rd overgro\\- like a neglected garden, he knew her. He really

knew, her. (Isla-"

"Take. Me. There." Her voice was a guttural rasp. She could have

portaied herself with her device or with his power, but the idea of using

any scrap of ability after seeing what she had done with it made her want

to retch. Grim studied her for a moment longer before curling his fingers

around hers, and then the room disappeared. Her stomach flipped again.

Ash stuck to every surface of the landscape, a layer of poisoned

sno."v. Houses lav in charred piles like pyre wood. Nothing stood tall

an\-more. The village had been brought to its knees.

Her crr-cut throrlgh the silence like a scythe. Bodies big and small

curled against rhe ground and hardened into rubble. Some were inde-

finabie shapes against the stone.

You did this, a voice in her mind said. Monster.

No. She hadn't meant to, she-
Memories flitted beneath her eyelashes. She saw herself visiting

this site, mourning the same action in the past. It hurt. It hurt so

much; she was a wound that refused to scab. She wanted to bleed. She

deserued to bleed. Still, her pain meant nothing-these people were

dead because of her.

Because of her pourer.

She turned to Grim, eyes burning. "You should imprison me.

I-I'm a criminal. I'm worse than any thief or murderer, I-" Grim

caught her as she began to collapse.
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Wiie. The'word unlocked a thousand memories of them, a year

before the Centennial. Fighting. Falling in love. Marrying. AII moments

she hadn't remembered, up until recently. She squeezed her eyes shut

in frustration. "You know what I rnean. One life to risk thousands.

That is criminal. Selfish. Monstrous."

Isla could feel Grim getting closer. When she opened her eyes, he

rvas right in front of her. "Heart," he said steadily. The spikes on his

shoulders made him look like a demon. His blood-slicked armor glim-

mered in the moonlight. "If waging a war for one wornan is a crime,

then please do consider me a criminal." Closer. "If killing thousands to

keep vou alive is wrong, then consider me a villain." She now had to tilt
her head to see him clearly. He leaned down. His breath was hot

against her mouth. "If loving you this much is m1, dor,vnfall . . . then

consider me already on my knees."

Her voice shook. "That's disgusting. You-you're a monster." She

said the words and knew it made her a hypocrite. The ground they

stood on now, the hundreds of deaths around them . " . she had done

it for him. To save him.

We are monsters, Hearteater, Grim had said to her, back during

the Centennial. He had been right.

But that didn't mean she couldn't change.

Grim had promised to end the battle, if she returned with him.

Too many lives had already been lost. Lightlark had been losing. "Call
back all your warriors and dreks. Immediately."

"It's already done." In his hand, the sword that controlled the

winged beasts appeared. "It's over."

It u,as the same su,ord they had searched for, in the past. The one

she herself had unlocked for him to use.

This tuas all ber faub.
The dreks had killed so many. She had led her friends into blood-

shed. Her own husband's forces had cut them down.

The survivors must think her a traitor- -

reen lving to them this entire time. That tac

rngs didn't matter if going with Grim grurar
mrnd all the dreks to remain underground a

:he rhief's lair. Swear you will never use it as

She expected Grim to put up more of a
easilr from his mouth: "I swear it.'

She pushed her luck. "Swear you woa'r rrr

This time, he said nothing.
'Sutear it."
'It I do, you will die here,' Grim said. -

Grim's life was tied to all of his subjecrs'.

ded to hers. She looked around, at rhe h<

:.lreadr taken. "You shouldn't have bound t-c

hEr eres again and tears swept dorrn her fact

Grim's thumb traced her jawline. smearinr

Jo it again," he said, his voice a deep tasp ag
rr a rhousand times over, heart; you should L:nr

orer the w'orld every single time."

S-hich meant it was up to her ro save ir.
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THRONE

sla could have locked herself in her room for months, she could

have drowned in regret and grief. She had in the past, the first

time she discovered what she had done.

But her tears wouldn't keep Grim from using the portal on Light-

lark. They wouldn't help her understand the oracle's deadly proph-

ecv. They wouldn't ensure her death didn't doom thousands. Only

action rvould.

So she buried her feelings down as deep as they would go and

decided the only way to ensure Grim didn't plan behind her back

again was to be part of every meeting. Every event. Play the part of his

wife, because it would gain her access.

Starting with the burial ceremony, the next morning. Grim had

given her his room-/heir room-and she woke at da'"vn. L)'nx had

nearly torn apart Grim's stables in the moments they had been parted,

and now he watched her from the corner of the room-his green eyes

simmering with worry-as she braided her hair into a crown, in the

Nightshade style.

She chose her dress carefully. Here, surrounded by enemies, her

image rvould matter.

That u,as why, when she was ready, she reached for her golden

rose necklace with shaking fingers. It was the only thing she had left

of Oro, other than her memories. Tears slipping dovi,n her face, she

unclipped it and slid it into her pocket.

In the mirror, she hardly recognized herself. The W-ildling green

and red u.ere almost gone-replaced by a black dress with the faintest

of roses beaded into the bodice. She loo

deroted wife.

It was a lie, she thought, as she poru
Eeaporrry-. That was where she found their s

rie one that the'Wildlings had been making

alreadv been used, but she took the majorir

h,er puddle of stars, and sent them through r

It was a risk, but hundreds of injured w
the healing properties. It was the least shr

h"iogog them into battle. Nightshade had e

rhe flower the elixir was made from. Thes v

She closed the portal and was back in h
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people rvho fought alongside her. Nou,, she' pretended to honor rhe

same r,rrarriors that had cut them dorvn. She feit disgust, and hatred,

and anger: alongside families that cried out in grief.

Also, guilt.

Flashes of ash and bone had filled her dreams. Lynx had rvoken

her that morning with a nudge of his head. The sheets had been on the

floor. There u,ere scratches down her arms, as if she had clawed her-

self. Her ribs still hurt from her racking sobs.

Now she buried those emotions. This was not the time to feel

anything. Not when that same ruinous power prickled just beneath

her skin, waiting to be urrleashed.

As Grim spoke in remembrance of the dead, she clung to every

rvord, searching for indication of a veiled plan or threat against Light-

lark. A1l he offered u,ere condolences. A line of warriors stood behind

them, their heads bowed, and swords dug firmly into the dirt. When

Grim's speech was over he waved his hand, and some of the ash that

coated the graves rose toward the sky.

"My court will meet in the throne room tonight to discuss our

plans," Grim told her, after meeting w'ith every family.

She kept a vise around her emotions. lest he wonder why he'd

piqued her interest. "Is there a place for me?" She studied his face,

scanning for any irritation at her request.

She found none. "There is always a place for you," he said. "I
made your throne myself."

He had: She remembered it norv. Grim had crafted it with his own

shador,r,,s.

Hours later, she rn alked toward that throne like a ghost. Memo-

ries blurred, past and present bleeding together until they were one.

She remembered the outrage when Grim had announced her as his

u'ife to his court-as his equal-right before they left for the Centen-

nial. Grim had made it clear that anyone who didn't respect her didn't
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Isla had the sudclen urge to unleash her power. She was surrounded

by enemies. Some of these faces she recognized not from the past, but

from the battlefield.

For Oro, she w.ould sit among them. She would learn their plans.

And, if the1, put him and Lightlark at risk, she would stop them.

"What no\\,?" A voice dared break the silence. Isla knew of only

one soldier foolish enough to speak so bc,ldly. She found the source

immediately, a hulking man who was difficult to miss. He rvore armor

shaped for his great stature, His hair w.as a single long patch down

the center of his head. No one dared stand too close to him, even lvith
his hands covered. It seemed no one rvanted to be caught touching

him. He was a powerful Nightshade who could control a person by

touching them, an ability in their realm that had become rare over the

centuries. Grim didn't acknowledge the man, who continued talking
as though he had a death wish.

"'W'e were winning. Don't think we don't know lvhy we retreated."

He stared pointedly at her, gaze fixating on the stone resting between

her collarbones. "That necklace. It is an abomination for-"
"Tynan." Grim's voice was as cold and cutting as the shadows

that stilled beneath her. No one dared rnove a muscle. "My father

was known for taking the tongues of his soldiers, you'll remember.

Follolving orders doesn't require speaking, isn't that what he used to

say?" He frolvned. "It's a lvonder he let you keep yours. Perhaps that
needs to be rectified""

To his credit, Tynan stood tall, though his metal-encased fingers

clashed together in anger. He was dangerous. But not to Grim. Grim's

power was as undeniable as the tide. The force of him ,"vas felt in the

room. He could kill ever'/ one of them without leaving his throne, and

the1, all knew it.

"Hundreds were lost," Tynan continued, his voice shaking in fury.

"Over a woman, 6vg1-"

lrim raised his hand, and Tynan frc
ling sound. 'That womctt is my wife

ruler. You serve her.' He released his

ard- 'Now bow'
'Rder, 1-"
'I said bow."

,, ;rched the man, his er-es i.la.: :.

-Lower."

The man placed his hands on the fo
$one.
-Low-er."

Tinan's shoulders shook with under

ehead to the floor.
-NoE',' Grim said, leaning back i

ost casual. "We might have retre

[dark.'
Isla stilled.

She rurned her head very slowl,v to i
er. Panic spilled like poison throul

's.- he continued. *'We have reclaim,

ing the island. Three rulers foun

estor.' Only then did he turn to her

Isla wasn't breathing.
-The king of Lightlark is in lor.e

r a joke. As if she had been a sps

htlark, fall in love with her to gain

-:ugfied. The soldiers began to murmur.

i:e- Isla's hands gripped the side of the

-- :e irtto her p.rJm.. nq,-:
.r.r all. She s'anted to ir'-

IO
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surged like a rogue w'ave within her.. She lvanted to strangle Grim.

Especiailv as he said, smirking, "Nr)w vr.e have everything we need to

take t-ightlark."

isla u,atched even. soldier and rnember of Grim's court file out of the

room, her blood boiling to si,rch a degree, it'uvas a wonder she didn't
catch fire. Finally, the doors closed behind the last of them.

Her blade was at his throat in an instant. She pinned him to his

throne. Her lvords shook u,ith anger and betrayal. "You manipulative,

villainor-rs-"
"As much as I would love to hear the end of that sentence," Grim

saicl. seeminEl unconcerned by the blade beneath his chin, "do save

i-our barbs for a different time, when you actually have reason ro

hare me."

She bared her teeth. Everything he had just said-
"I'm not planning on invading Lightlark, heart."

She blinked, incredulous. "You just sdid-"
"I knorv what I said. I told thern what they wanted to hear, to buy

some time." He searched her eyes. "The portal would have saved

you . . . and it would have also saved my people."

She lowered her blade the slightest bit. That. she hadn't expected.

"Saved them from rvhat?" The dreks were their biggest threat in the

past, but they were gone. Grim had banished them below, and hidden

the sword again, just as she had asked.

"Storms," he said simply. "The deadliest you can imagine."

It was the first she was hearing of this. And she had explored

Nightshade for a year before the Centennial.

He must have sensed her confusion, because he said, "They used

to happen every ferv centuries, on and off, then decades, then every

fsur ).ears. The,v are unpredictable, and every one has gotten worse.

Hundreds die during the storm seasc)n."

Hwndreds? She frowned, and he nodded.

-It's not just the weather. They bring sicli

.-lllages have been razed by beasts in the m
j,eadlier than the curses, even. The dreks appea

rnd never left."
-Hou, do you know there will be a stonu
-There are signs," he said. *The tides cl

tcr-rro$" themselves. It lasts about three months

j.m€, if I had to guess."

Isla swallowed. Hundreds of Nightshade

Perhaps they were aheady doomed. F

rncertain. . . if she killed Grim to fulfill the

rouldperish...
\o. She refused to accept that fate. The c

-:-ke her future was etched in stone. but if ther

she rsould find it.
-I'Il help you. I'll help you stop the stornl

He raised a brow at her. 'yo, .1s1'1 shin\
-l-ou've never tried with me." Thet had '

The memories of it blinded her for a mome

::,"leady. 'Work with me. Buy us more timt

r-mrher solution that isn't the portal."

But ber enough time to change her fate-

He hesitated. Then, nodded.

She sighed, leaning back, only to realize s.

rnfr her legs.

Gri-m's gaze slowly slid down her bod5 car

-*'- riding high up her thigh. Her skin pricl

For a moment, she imagined his hand i

=aEging 
her forward against every inch of hir

- 
back, pulling her dress over her head and

Ir rrasn't her imagination, she realizec

r:'mething they had done, and her cheeks

I
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